
 

CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF CLARINGTON 
40 TEMPERANCE STREET, BOWMANVILLE, ONTARIO  L1C 3A6   905-623-3379  www.clarington.net 

November 8, 2019 

Dear Property Owner, 

Re: ZONE Clarington 
Notice of Zoning By-law Review and Rural Area Phase Status Update 

The Municipality of Clarington’s Planning Services Department would like to inform you 
about ZONE Clarington, a project to review, update and consolidate Clarington’s two zoning 
by-laws. We would also like to update you on the current status of the Rural Areas Phase of 
the project, including recent Council decisions and project next steps. 

What is ZONE Clarington? 
The ZONE Clarington project will create a new Clarington Zoning By-law that complies with 
provincial legislation and the Clarington Official Plan, updated in 2017. The review provides 
the opportunity to update, consolidate and modernize local zoning by-laws. Until a new 
Clarington Zoning By-law is approved by Council, both of Clarington’s existing zoning by-
laws, 84-63 and 2005-109, are in full force and effect. 

What is the Rural Areas Phase of the project? 
The project is divided into phases – Rural Areas and Urban Areas. To date, the focus for 
ZONE Clarington has been the Rural Areas Phase.  In November 2018, the Municipality 
released the first draft of a proposed new Clarington Zoning By-law. The first draft contained 
proposed zone categories and mapping for the rural areas. This is one of three versions 
that will be released for public comment. 

Has zoning for environmental features changed? 
Since the release of the first draft zoning by-law, we have received a range of questions 
about what’s being proposed and in particular questions about how the zoning by-law 
identifies and protects environmental features. The 2017 update to the Clarington Official 
Plan (www.clarington.net/officialplan) included mapping of environmental features as part of 
the Environmental Protection Area land use designation.  The environmental features were 
partially mapped in the previous (1996) Official Plan and included policies that required 
protection of all environmental features from development.  In compliance with provincial 
policy, in the 2017 version of the Official Plan more environmental features are mapped.  To 
comply with the Official Plan, the first draft zoning by-law includes an increase in the 
proposed Environmental Protection (EP) zone.  Not all properties in Clarington’s rural 
area include proposed Environmental Protection (EP) zoning. 

How do I find out the proposed zoning for my property? 
We encourage you to look at the proposed mapping and regulations for your property and 
provide your input.  This letter comes with a brochure that contains five steps to follow to 
access a helpful mapping tool and the proposed zoning regulations online. The pamphlet 
also contains contact information should you have questions regarding zoning of your land 
or need assistance accessing information about ZONE Clarington. 

http://www.clarington.net/officialplan
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What is the status of the Rural Areas Phase? 
On October 22, Clarington’s Planning and Development Committee of Council tabled the 
Rural Areas Phase of ZONE Clarington. This means that work on updating zoning for 
Clarington’s rural areas is now on hold. Once brought back, a revised draft of the rural area 
zoning and mapping will be released. 

What if I have comments on the first draft zoning by-law? 
You are invited to submit your feedback on the first draft zoning by-law.  All written 
comments received are catalogued and reviewed and will inform the next draft of the 
proposed zoning by-law.  The second draft zoning by-law, once released, will include a 
summary of public comments on the first draft and responses to these comments. 

What if I already requested a review of Environmental Protection zoning on my property? Can I still 
request a review? 
Property owners who have concerns about how the proposed Environmental Protection 
(EP) zoning is applied to areas on their property may contact us to request an evaluation of 
the draft zoning map.  Working in collaboration with the Conservation Authorities, Planning 
Services staff are reviewing proposed Environmental Protection (EP) zoning for specific 
sites, where requested.  If you have already requested a review of your property, you will be 
contacted directly by Municipal Staff in the coming weeks with details about the site-specific 
review process. 

Where can I find more information about ZONE Clarington? 
While environmental protection zoning is important, there are other land uses and 
development regulations proposed that may be of interest to landowners, such as 
secondary on-farm uses, agriculture-related commercial and industrial uses, zoning for 
secondary apartments and special event venues, and more. Information on these topics can 
be found on the project website at www.clarington.net/zoneclarington. In addition, you can 
subscribe to receive direct updates, news and notices about the project on the project 
website, by emailing zoneclarington@clarington.net, or by calling the Planning Services 
Department at (905) 623-3379. 

Please take the time to review the information in this letter and our online resources.  We 
look forward to receiving your feedback. 

Yours truly, 

Tracey Webster, Senior Planner Amy Burke, Acting Manager – Special Projects 
ZONE Clarington Project Co-Lead ZONE Clarington Project Co-Lead 
Planning Services Department Planning Services Department 

cc. Mayor and Members of Council  

ACB/av 
I:\^Department\PLN Files\PLN 40 2016-2018 Zoning By-Law Review\Communication and Engagement\Notices\Nov 2019\20191108 
Notice.docx 
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What is Zone 
Clarington?
Zone Clarington is a project to 
simplify, review and consolidate 
Clarington’s two existing Zoning 
By-laws. Planning Services staff are 
working to modernize, update and 
merge the existing Zoning By-laws 
to ensure that zoning conforms with 
the policies set out in the Official 
Plan and adheres to provincial 
regulations. 

Why is zoning 
important?
Zoning is in place to make sure 
that we all follow the same set of 
rules when it comes to building and 
development on property. These 
regulations help developers and 
property owners make good choices 
so that any new construction 
doesn’t negatively impact the 
community, neighbours, agricultural 
and environmental lands.

Is a zoning by-law 
legally enforceable?
Yes, a Zoning By-law contains 
specific requirements that are 
legally enforceable. It regulates the 
use, size, type and location of any 
development.

Who makes the 
regulations?
Clarington has been given the 
authority to zone lands by the 
Province through the Planning 
Act. The Planning Act sets out the 
ground rules for local municipalities 
and dictates how land is used. 
It also sets out a mechanism to 
control land use and delegates 
responsibility. The Planning Act 
mandates that all Municipal Official 
Plans and Zoning By-Law 
regulations follow the Provincial 
Policy Statement and other 
Provincial plans.

How is your 
property 
zoned? 
Follow these easy steps to access our interactive 
eMap that compares current zone mapping with 
the proposed Draft Zoning By-law.

Visit www.clarington.net/ZoneClarington

Scroll down the page and click on the blue button that says 
View Interactive eMap

Review the Overview & Instructions then navigate between  
the tabs to compare current and proposed zoning. Use the 
search tool       to find your address and zoom in and out with 
the + and - symbols.

The map shows zone categories and colours with the 
corresponding descriptions in the legend on the right. 

Access the by-law text at www.clarington.net/ZoneClarington  
for permitted uses and regulations that apply to the zones.

Learn more. Ask questions. Provide your input.
Email zoneclarington@clarington.net
Call 905-623-3379
Online at www.clarington.net/ZoneClarington. Scroll to the bottom 

of the page to provide comments or subscribe to receive updates and 
the latest information 

Mail  
Zone Clarington 
Planning Services Department 
40 Temperance Street 
Bowmanville, ON  L1C 3A6
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